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Life & lessons as a scientist 

in “real life”



From time t ≈ 0 -> Now 

UC Berkeley, CA

B.A. Physics - 4 years

Yale University, CT

Ph.D.  Applied Physics - Yale - 7 years IBM Quantum - 7 years Google Quantum AI



Zlatko Minev

Some roles since then

➢ Technical Lead and Manager

for 2 teams and missions I founded:

➢ Qiskit Leap Research
advanced collaborative quantum computing research

➢ Qiskit Metal 
quantum processor design and analysis

ADDITIONAL ROLES

➢ Associate Fellow,

Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR)

➢ Member of the Board, 

Yale University, Graduate School Alumni Association

➢ Board of Governors, 

Yale Alumni Association

➢ Lead and Host,

IBM Quantum, YouTube Seminar

➢ Chairman,

Open Labs Science Outreach



Some highlights

Yale-Jefferson Award for 

Public Service
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Lessons





Believe in your ideas

Hear criticism, 
then make a quantum leap 

Have fun & misbehave a bit

(John Cohn)
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H.J. Carmichael
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…
Zlatko Minev, IBM Quantum



“It is by logic that we prove,

  but by intuition that we discover.”

Henri Poincaré

Photo by Eugène Pirou
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We're in the business of challenging
There are no unsolvable problems, only paths which do not lead to their 

solution
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Learn beyond apparent boundaries

“We are not students of 
some subject matter, but 
students of problems. And 
problems may cut right 
across the borders of any 
subject matter or discipline.”

Karl Popper
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”Having fun can smooth the ride” (John Cohn, IBM Fellow)

Yale Swing &  Blues Zlatko Minev (14)



Lessons from the quantum jumps story

Believe in your ideas

Hear criticism, 
then make a quantum leap 

Question-driven research

You can only have great answers
 if you start with great questions

We're in the business of 
challenging

There are no unsolvable problems, only paths 
which do not lead to their solution

Have fun & misbehave a bit
Periods of intense single-minded 

focus

Alternate with learning widely

Learn, learn, learn
Learn widely; learn always; do not limit self;

Can’t just keep doing what you’ve been doing
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The science of success & the art of fulfillment

Teach to learn

Find the way, 

Go the way, 

Show the way
i.e., give back
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The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity 

has its own reason for existence. 

One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates 

the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvelous 

structure of reality.

It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of 

this mystery each day.

IBM Quantum@zlatko_minev zlatko-minev.com @zlatko_minevzlatko-minev.com
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